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Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Penthouse January 1998 US Edition is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The classification is objectionable because the magazine tends to promote and 
support the use of urine in association with sexual conduct and acts of torture and the 
infliction of extreme cruelty. 

The magazine contains investigative feature articles, celebrity interviews, photo 
features, advertisements and regular features such as cartoons, jokes, advice 
columns, fantasy stories, readers’ forum, and articles on sexual health. The photo 
features are of naked women and at times imply or depict sexual activity with other 
women and men. Many of the jokes, cartoons, fantasy stories and other regular 
features are also sexually explicit. Pages 5 and 6 have been torn out of the magazine. 

The magazine presents an advertisement which shows images of males urinating and 
engaging in sexual activity. In addition, the text refers to “golden showers” as part of 
the sexual activity presented in the advertised video recording. Another advertisement 
entitled “Wet” depicts a naked female squatting over a glass of yellow fluid and 
another female with a stream of fluid coming from her genital area, which would 
appear to be urine. Although they are very small, the advertisements are designed to 
be exciting and appealing to the viewer and cater to people with a sexual interest in 
urination and thereby validate this interest. 

The magazine also presents a double page illustration on pages 80 and 81. These 
pages appear to have been glued together but not effectively enough to prevent their 
being opened to reveal their contents, which is the form in which this issue was 
submitted. The illustration depicts a tightly bound woman with a large medical style 
device inserted in her vagina and with a large pin piercing her clitoris. By presenting 
this large, high impact image as an erotic advertisement for similar works by the artist, 
the magazine reinforces the idea that restraining people and subjecting them to acts of 
torture and extreme cruelty is sexually arousing, and acceptable. 

It has been determined that s3(2) criteria of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) apply to this magazine. Section 3(2) of the FVPC 
Act is a deeming provision and as such if the Classification Office considers that the 
magazine tends to promote or support criteria listed in s3(2), the publication is deemed 
“objectionable” without any further consideration of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990. 
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